
by Jake Mowry 

As outdoorsmen, we ask a lot 

of our clothes and our gear. What 

you wear out in the woods is as 

important, if not more so, as the 

gear you're carrying in your pack 

or the rifle in your hand. Shel­

ter is one of the first priorities of 

survival and that starts with the 

clothes on your back. Protection 

from the elements and regulating 

your body to stay warm, dry and 

comfortable is essential to maxi­

mizing your time outdoors. The 

season is short, and we don't get 

to pick the weather on the days 

we get to go afield. There are so 

many options out there for differ­

ent layers and clothing that it can 

be a little overwhelming. 

Today, I'm going to discuss 

some options that work for me 

and what I think is a good 80% 

solution for most of us. Some­

times, old school is hard to beat. 

For weather 50 degrees and be­

low I always wear wool. I live in 

the n01theast and we deal with a 

lot of snow, rain and cold tem­

peratures for around 6 months of 

the year, and I have an asso1tment 

of different weight wool gam1ents 

that set me up for success and 

keep my body comfo1table over 

varying temperatures and condi­

tions. Wool is an excellent mate­

rial. It is antimicrobial and stays 

fresh, clean and d1y even if worn 

for long lengths of time. It also 

retains the majority of its wam1-

ing properties when wet. I love to 

wear wool for hunting as it is ex­

tremely quiet, doesn't hold scent 

and is very hard to get dirty. I can 

wear the same set of wool cloth­

ing for several days at a time on 

extended duration trips and they 

stay fresh and comfo1table. Wool 

is also breathable, and I find that 
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